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strange and independent white man had arrived
on the plantation, and that for once they might
safely, and without fear of intimidation, insist upon
being set free to return to their homes in Central
Africa.
Mr. Smallbones, the British Vice-Consul, described
to Lord Grey in his despatch the efforts of the plan-
tation managers to cajole and browbeat these wretched
people into re-contracting, but they held firm in
their resolution to be set free. Vice-Consul Small-
bones and the manager of the plantation then went
to lunch, during which a dramatic development
took place. I cannot describe this better than in the
Vice-Consul's own words :
" During lunch-time apparently about 200 of these
* servi9aes ' fled from the plantation to the city, under
the impression that they could be repatriated at once,
or at least that they could wait in the town for their turn.
The authorities are, however, unable to feed and lodge
all the l servi9aes ' who are waiting to be repatriated. A
message was sent by the curador to the authorities in
the town, and the next day these seno^aes were all brought
back to * Agua Ize' by a steamer escorted by thirteen
native soldiers with fixed bayonets and a white sergeant.
I understand they had offered no resistance.
After those * servi9aes J had fled on the 5th some
came and asked to be recontracted. All who had stayed
were submitted by the manager, his wife, and the staff
to every kind of gentle persuasion they could think of.
They were offered two weeks5 holiday at full pay and a
considerable sum as a dash. Eighty-seven recontracted